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Investments over several years have begun to 
address the needs of residents and families, 
including increasing safety and improving amenities 
in neighborhoods, providing an attractive place to 
do business, and highlighting the equity lens that 
Mayor Greg Fischer’s administration has applied 
to all of Louisville Metro Government’s work to 
prioritize new investment and development in 
historically disinvested neighborhoods. Mayor 
Fischer’s administration has been committed to the 
coordinated investments, resources and strategies 
that are part of ongoing sustainable efforts to 
revitalize the west end. 

Investments are necessary, but intentional 
strategies also are needed to ensure that long-term 
residents are able to remain in their homes and 
experience those improvements. Displacement 
prevention and equity strategies can be found 
throughout this document, including economic 
development programs such as workforce 
development and small business loans, along with 
housing programs like homeowner rehabilitation 
grants and affordable rental unit stabilization. 

An important new piece to this broader effort  
by Louisville Metro and its partners to stave  
off displacement and build wealth among  
longtime residents is an amendment to the 
Property Assessment and Reassessment 
Moratorium Program, which decreases the  
amount of money that homeowners in west 
Louisville neighborhoods and in Smoketown 
and Shelby Park would have to spend on home 
improvements to qualify for the moratorium. 

This document details a holistic and equitable 
approach, in four main categories, to drive  
positive transformation in west Louisville:

 Economic Development

 Health, Safety, and Community

 Education & Workforce Development

 Investing West

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Since 2014, Louisville Forward has supported 34 company 
locations and expansions that are projected to create 
more than 1,400 new jobs in the west end, representing 
nearly $374 million in investment. Investment and growth 
announced in 2019 include:

 Advance Distribution Services - $9 million investment

 New Bus Rapid Transit system connecting Dixie Highway 
and 18th Street to downtown - $8.3 million investment

 Distillery America - $1 million investment

 Brough Brothers Distillery - $500,000 investment, 10 jobs

 Left Bank Whisky - $500,000 investment, 2 jobs

Community-led Projects
The Norton Sports Health Athletics and Learning Complex 
is a $50.5 million state-of-the-art development led by the 
Louisville Urban League. Indoor track and field is the anchor 
use, but the complex will host other sporting events and 
concerts year-round. Construction is underway, and the 
complex will open for competitions in 2021.

Louisville Metro entered into a long-term lease with 
Dare to Care for the former Parkland grocery site at 
28th Street and Virginia Avenue, where Dare to Care 
will expand its kitchen and programming operations. In 
October 2019, Dare to Care started redevelopment on 
the building, which is expected to be open summer 2020. 

Goodwill Industries of KY acquired the former Sypris 
complex at 2820 West Broadway for $1.7 million and 
will move its headquarters and programming operations 
to this site. Goodwill provides workforce and job 
training and employment counseling. It also serves as an 
employer of people from disadvantaged neighborhoods.

Digital Inclusion
 The PNC Gigabit Experience Center at Louisville 

Central Community Center (LCCC), 13th Street and 
Muhammad Ali Boulevard, is Louisville’s largest free  
high-speed internet provider.

 Residents of the west end have been able to 
participate in programs designed to achieve 
equitable access to technology through a 
partnership among Goodwill Industries of KY, 
Louisville Metro Housing Authority and other 
local partners. Through a learn-and-earn model 
in partnership with non-profit organizations, 165 
residents have received technology training and 
a laptop upon completion since 2017, when the 
program was established. In addition, more than 
1,000 families received assistance in qualifying for 
low-cost internet programs through this initiative.

 Construction of Louisville Fiber Information 
Technology (LFIT) is underway with phase one 
construction expected to be complete in summer 
2020. The project will result in 12 miles of new 
backbone fiber optic cable in the west end. This 
is an open access network, which will enable 
Smart City technologies and will spur broadband 
competition in the area.

 Through community outreach with back-to-
school events, festivals and other opportunities, 
information about available local low-cost internet 
plans such as AT&T’s “Access” and Spectrum’s 
“Assist” has been shared with eligible residents.

Louisville’s nine western neighborhoods have experienced an infusion of more than 
$1 billion of investment completed, announced or underway since 2014. This period 
of investment and growth has been marked by both triumph and defeat, but mostly by 
resilience. Louisville’s west end is home to entrepreneurial people and some of our most 
lovely and important places.
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